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BEST PRACTICE II 

 
 

Learning through Lense: Film screening sessions 
 

 

Department of History 

 

In tune with the week-long celebration of the Students’ Week, the Department of History arranged for a two-

day film screening programme on January 5 and January 6, 2023. The films screened were as follows:  

 

January 5, 2023   

Paddington  

The Great Dictator  

January 6, 2023  

The Sound of Music  

 

The primary objective of the Department in organising this film-screening programme was to help students 

develop a fair sense of the place of history in the wider popular culture. The Department sought to provide 

exposure to the students to the use of historical settings in films, along with the varied representations of 

historical facts and characters in the domain of popular entertainment. The idea was to orient students towards 

the intertwining of the realms of history, popular culture and entertainment.  The films were selected keeping 

in mind the courses prescribed in the syllabus. Paddington is based on the theme of geographical exploration, 

colonialism and overseas exploitation which are part of the courses taught in History Hons CC VI in Semester 

III. The Great Dictator and The Sound of Music are set against the backdrop of the rise of fascism and 

dictatorship in Europe, a compulsory course in History Hons CC 11 and History General DSE A2 in Semester 

V.  

The participants during the film screenings included not just the students of the Department of History but 

also students from other departments of the college. The response that the Department received for the film-

screening programme was impressive. Students whole heartedly participated in the programme and thoroughly 



enjoyed the films. Students even requested for more such film screenings in the future.  

    
    
      
 
   

Some pictures from the two-day screening 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Attendance lists  
from the two-day screening 
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Department of English 

 

On January 10, 2023, the English department of Gurudas College hosted a stimulating event exploring the 

concepts of tragedy and catharsis. The event, titled "Tragedy and Catharsis: A Discussion and Screening," 

featured a thought-provoking discussion followed by a screening of the acclaimed film, Grave of the Fireflies. 

The event was originally scheduled for January 9th, but had to postponed due to unforeseen circumstances.  

The discussion delved into the complexities of tragedy as defined by Aristotle. Attendees actively participated 

in dissecting the elements of tragedy, including the tragic hero, hamartia, and the inevitable downfall. The 

conversation delved into the concept of catharsis, the emotional purging experienced by the audience, and its 

role in tragedy.  

Following the insightful discussion, the audience settled in for a screening of "Grave of the Fireflies," a 

poignant anime film that masterfully portrays the tragedy of two siblings during World War II Japan. The 

film's powerful narrative resonated deeply with the audience, prompting further reflection on the themes 

explored earlier in the discussion.  

The event proved to be a resounding success, drawing an engaged audience. The stimulating discussion 

provided a platform for attendees to delve into the intricacies of tragedy and catharsis, while the subsequent 

film screening offered a powerful illustration of these concepts. The event's format, combining intellectual 

discourse with artistic expression, fostered a deeper understanding and appreciation for the enduring themes 

of tragedy. 

 
 
 
 

 

Poster of the event 



  

pictures from the event 

Attendance sheet of the day 



 
 
 
 

Department of Bengali  

The Department of Bengali organized a One Day Film Festival on 23.5.2023. Two Bengali short films—

Bhuban Majhi (2017), directed by Fakhrul Arefeen Khan and Moshari (2022), directed by Nuhash Humayun 

were screened in the Rajendralal Sabhagriha. The students enthusiastically participated in the programme and 

were immensely enriched by history, fiction and the stark reality of life, enmeshed in the films. Moshari, an 

exceptionally haunting short film, set in a post-apocalyptic Dhaka, helped them understand the power of love 

and struggle for survival.   

  

 

Glimpses from the Day 



  
 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


